If nitrous oxide gas is breathed for about thirty seconds and then taken away from the patient, violent muscular action attended with earnest declamation immediately follows the removal of the inhaling tube from the mouth.
When, however, this gas is breathed for one To determine the proper time for operating, or as it has been termed the surgical period, the patient, previous to the administration of the gas, should be directed to raise the hand at every order of the operator.
Inability to make this motion is an evidence of the loss of voluntary power, which is soon succeeded by that of insensibility to pain.
As soon as the operation of extraction is performed, especially if the back teeth have been removed, the head of the patient should be inclined forward, or held over the spittoon, to prevent the blood from running down the throat, the cork removed from the mouth, which is readily done by means of the projecting portion of the string attached to it, and fresh air admitted into the room.
For the production of anaesthesia the inhalation of from four to eight gallons of the gas, will, in the majority of cases, prove sufficient.
The gas can be inhaled from an India rubber bag, or from a tube leading directly from the gasometer, having attached to it a proper inhaler. The method of inhaling the gas directly from the gasometer, is preferable in many respects to the use of the rubber bag, although some of the objections to the bag are obviated by having a proprr inhaler attached to it.
It has been suggested when the operation is a protracted one, that the inhaler be removed from the mouth, fresh air admitted into the lungs, and the gas again administered without interrupting the anaesthetic condition.
The inhaler or breathing tube for the administration of nitrous oxide gas is constructed of vulcanized rubber or metal.
It consists of a tube and inouth-piece, the tube containing two valves, one valve upon the inside of the tube to allow the gas to pass through to the mouth of the patient; the other upon the outside to allow the exhalation to pass off and not be again inhaled. Attached to the tube is a stop-cock to arrest the flow of gas when desired. 
